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316 JEAN-PAUL SARTRE “ SARTRE SELECTIONS / From Existentialism and Human Emotions 317

Actually, things will be as man will have decided they are to b
mean that [ should abandon myself to quietism? No. First, I should-in
then, act on the old saw, “Nothing ventured, nothing gained.” Nor. ﬂow
[ shouldn't belong to a party, but rather that I shall have no illusions/an
what I can. For example, suppose I ask myself, “Will moﬁmrwmsoﬁ.r
some about?” T know nothing about it. All I know is that I'm mogm..n...o..&
n my power to bring it about. Bevond that, I can’t count on mmﬁgm
‘he attitude of people who say, “Let others do what I can't Qo Hﬁm“m._
oresenting is the very opposite of quietism, since it aw&mﬁ@? Hﬁmﬂﬂp. nore
.uoﬁﬁ in action.” Moreover; it goes further, since it adds, “Man s b.oﬁﬁﬁm 15
s plan; he exists only to the extent that he fulfilis himself; he is therefc
slse than the ensernble of his acts, nothing else than his life.” e

According to this, we can understand why our doctrine horrifi _
sle. Because often the only way they can bear their wretchedness.ig: t itk
:umstances have been against me. What I've been and done doesn’t sho:
worth. To be sure, Pve had no great love, no great friendship, buttha
aaven’t met a man or woman who was worthy. The books I've writte
vsery good because I haven't had the proper leisure. I haven't had nwE
nyself to because I didn’t find a man with whom I could have spen .
‘here remains within me, unused and quite viable, a host of ﬂﬂom,wh.mwﬂ
ioms, possibilities, that one wouldn’t guess from the mere series ofithi
lone.” ;

Now, for the existentialist there is really no love other than on
‘ests itself in a person’s being in love. There is no genius other thanon :
sressed in works of art; the genius of Proust is the sum of H.uwo" ISt's
senius of Racine is his series of tragedies. Qutside of that, Ewwmmm.ﬁbﬁgm
:hat Racine could have written another tragedy, when he didn't wr,
mvolved in life, leaves his impress on it, and outside of that Eﬂ.,mmm:
sure; this may seem a harsh thought to someone whose life hasntb
But, on the other hand, it prompts people to understand that reality :
sounts, that dreams, expectations, and hopes warrant no more .ﬁ.ﬁ.m
man as a disappointed dream, as miscarried hopes, as vain expectat

words, to define him negatively and not positively. Eoé@«wﬁ érn”ﬁ..é,
1othing else than your life,” that does not imply that the artist will be ju
on the basis of his works of art; a thousand other things will contrib
summing him up. What we mean is that a man is nothing else than.a s

-up; but he’s like that because he has made himself a coward U< his
ng:such thing as a cowardly constitstion; there are nervous constitu-
> poor-blood, as the commen people say, or strong constitutions. But
ose:blood is poor is not a coward on that account, for what makes cow-
hie act.of renouncing or yielding. A constitution is not an act; the coward
n.the'basis of the acts he performs. People feel, in a vague sort of way,
ardswe're talking about is guilty of being a coward, and the thought
What people would like is that a coward or a hero be born that way.
-complaints most frequently made about The Ways of Freedom™ can
up:as follows: “After all, these people are so spineless, how are you
akeheroes out of them?” This objection almost makes me laugh,ifor it
at:people are born heroes. That's what people really want to think. If
owardly, you may set your mind perfectly at rest; there’s nothing you
youll be cowardly all vour life, whatever you may do. If you're borm
ay-set your mind just as much at rest; vou'll be a hero all your life;
ike a'hero and eat like a hero. What the existentialist says is that the
kes imself cowardly, that the hero makes himself heroic. Theré’s al-
ssibility for the coward not to be cowardly any more and for the héro to
roic:What counts is total involvement; some one particular action or
tarices is not total involvement. _
think we have answered a number of the charges concerning existen-
ethat it can not be taken for a philosophy of quietism, since it de-
terms of action; nor for a pessimistic description of man—therelis no
¢ optimistic, since man’s destiny is within himself; nor for an attbmpt
e man from acting, since it tells him that the only hope is in his acting
ion is the only thing that enables a man (o live, Consequently, we are
with an ethics of action and involvement. . . .
oes not entirely settle the objection to subjectivism. In fact, the objec-
es several forms. First, there is the following: we are told, “So you're
thing, no matter what!” This is expressed in various ways. First we
of anarchy; then they say, “You're unable to pass judgment on others,
heres no reason to prefer one coniiguration to another”; finally they tel}
hing is arbitrary in this choosing of yours. You take something from one
d pretend you're putting it into the other.” ,
hree objections aren’t very serious. Take the first objection. “You're
inything, no matter what” is not to the point. In one sense choice is pos-
lertakings, that he is the sum, the organization, the ensemble of the reiatic ,mw “Hm.ﬂ.oﬁ possible is not to nwooﬂ. Ican &Em%m choose, but 1 ought to
which make up these undertakings. E I @o.aoﬂ choose, I am still choosing. Though this may seem purely for-
When all is said and done, what we are accused of, at bottor, i Eqﬁ&wgwoﬁmﬁ for keeping fantasy and caprice within bounds. If it is
jimism, but an optimistic toughness. If people throw up 1o us our W ; acing a situation, for example, one in which, as a person capable of
1 which we write about people who are soft, weak, cowardly, and L relations, of TmSﬂm. children, T am ogmmwa to choose an altitude, and
lownright bad, it’s not because these people are soft, weak, cow ay.assume ﬂWmUOﬂm%EQ fora o?o.:uw Erﬁwr. m 5<€<Em Exma_ﬁ also
:ause if we were to say, as Zola did, that they are that way becaus m.ﬁ.wﬂﬁ.m‘ this has nothing to do with caprice, even if no & priori <wEm
workings of environment, society, because of biological or ﬁmx,or.oﬂ.om ,
s1m, people would be reassured. They would say, :émm,. %mwm.‘éﬁm
me can do anything about it.” But when the existentialist éﬁﬁwm” :
1e says that this coward is responsible for his cowardice. He’s not W
1e has a cowardly heart or lung or brain; he’s not like that on.accoun

iinside la Liberté, M., Sartre’s projected trilogy of novels, two of which, L'Age de
of Reason) and Le Sursis (The Reprieve) have already appeared.—Translator'’s
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